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featiires are in any way indices of the forms of the mind,
they assert that the transitory forms of the features are
such indices. These positions are inconsistent. For is it
not clear that the transitory forms, by perpetual repeti-
tion, register themselves on the face, and produce perma-
nent forms ? Does not an habitual frown by-and-by leave
ineffaceable marks on the brow ? Is not a chronic scorn-
fulness presently followed by a modified set in the angles
of the mouth ? Does not that compression of the lips
significant of great determination, often stereotype itself,
and so give a changed form to the lower part of the face ?
And if there be any truth in the doctrine of hereditary
transmission, must there not be a tendency to the reap-
pearance of these modifications as new types of feature in
the offspring ? In brief, may we not say that expression
is feature in the making ; and that if expression means
something, the form of feature produced by it means
something ?

Possibly it will be urged, in reply, that changes of
expression affect only the muscles and skin of the face;
that the permanent marks they produce can extend but to
these; that, nevertheless, the beauty of a face is mainly
dependent upon the form of its bony framework; that
hence, in this chief respect, there cannot take place such
modifications as those described; and that, therefore, the
relationship of aspect of character, while it may hold in
the details, does not hold in the generals.

The rejoinder is, that the framework of the face is
modified by modifications in the tissues which cover it.
It is an established doctrine in physiology, that through-
out the skeleton the greater or less development of bones
is dependent on the greater or less development, that is,
on the exercise, of the attached muscles. Hence, perma
nent changes in the muscular adjustments of the face wil]
be followed by permanent changes in its osseous structure